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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS, &. 


SECTION I. 


Of the Soil and Climate of Denmark. 


T HE ſoil of Zealand, * of the reſt of the Daniſh dani. 


nions, Norway alone excepred, is in general excellent, and 


well intitled to better cultivation than it in general meets with. 


The climate, however, is not very favourable, It is violently hot 
in ſummer, and conſequently very relaxing; and the winters are 
wet and damp, with leſs ſnow than could be ſuppoſed, conſi- 

dering its northern fituation, The air being, therefore, either hot. 
or moiſt, it ſeldom' agrees with ſtrangers ;. and the water is ſo un- 

wholeſome, chat it is very apt to occaſion: complaints 1 in'the ſto- 
mach, if it is drunk in any quantity, 


S-E C. T. 


4 


ward about the moſt common articles; and a ſmith, even at. Co- 
| penhagen, was two days in furniſhing me with a ſmall key ; and 


bad andflight, and their wooden work very clumſy, They have 


n NR 'P 


Of the Character and Manners of the People. 


"PHE ancient Danes are repreſented to have been a ſtrong, har- 
dy, and martial race af men But ever ſin the eftabliſh- 
ment of a deſpotic government, anne 1660, they have been gra- 


dually degenerating; and for above a century paſt have done no- 


thing worthy of their former reputation and glory. The Nobles 
are in general overbearing to all below them; expenſive and lu- 


xurious; and the Commons idle and diſpirited. The diet of the 
peaſants is very poor; and they, are much addicted to ſpirituous 
liquors. They wear nothing but wooden ſhoes; which cramp- 
ing the circulation, and giving, the muſcles af their feet no play, 
occaſions ſometimes lamenefs, and makes the generality * them 
walk very indifferently. 


They ſeem to have no turn for manufactures. They are auk- 


after all made it very indifferently. Their leather is particularly 


got a tolerable hat- manufacture, and a china one, which they 


have brought to great perfection, both 1 in regard ta ſtrength and 
beauty; ; but at an immenſe expence, 


They 
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They are very buſy imitating Engliſh agriculture, garden- 
ing *, and improvements. But a few examples will not be ſuffi- 
cient; for induſtry can never flouriſh in a country where ſo ma- 
ny feſtivals are obſerved +, and where the enjoyment of property 
is ſo precarious, from the demands of the government, and the 
oppreſhon of the nobles. They had an example of induſtry be- 
fore their eyes, above a century ago, from a Dutch colony ſettled 
on the iſle of Amack, in the neighbourhood of Copenhagen. 
But the Amakers remain the fame people, equally active and la- 
borious as ever; and ſo do the Danes, working no more than is 
abſolutely peceidiry,; The attempt, however, is laudable; though 
it will not ** be attended with wy muy TR conſe- 
\ cod 


The manners of the Danes are modelled more after the Engliſh 
than the French faſhion, They have clubs, in imitation of thoſe 
in London, where nothing but the Engliſh language is ſpoken. 
That has given riſe to ſome odd miſtakes. One gentleman, in 
particular, thought that ch was always pronounced &, and ordered 
a gcod kicking, inſtead of chicken, for his dinner, 


* The Daniſh gardeners have 5 entlons practiee of covering the bloſſoms of their 


fruit · trees in the day-time, and leaving them expoſed to the open air at night. This 


keeps them back until the ſeaſon is favourable; and hence they hardly ever loſe 


their wall-fruits They alſo raiſe, in the winter-time, colliflowers in their cellars,. 
ſo as to be ready early in the ſpring. 


BE About St John's day, (the 24th of Juve, in particular, they are idle oe 
about three weeks. 
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Of the Royal Family. 


PHE young Prince of Denmark promiſes well. In his ap- 
pPearance he reſembles the Royal Family of England. He 
ſtudies much, and, what is always a good fign in a perſon of his 
rank, riſes early in the morning. He has not as yet indulged 
himſelf to any exceſs in women, wine, or at the table. He has 
already improved the Daniſh troops, which were in very bad or- 
der; and takes ſuch pleaſure in - failing about in the ſplendid 
yacht given him by the King of Great Britain, and is ſo attentive 
xo every thing connected with the fleet, that I am perſuaded 
the Daniſh navy, during his adminiſtration, will never be ne- 
glected. | 
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1 Ihe great object of intrigue at Court is the Prince's marriage. 

if When he was very young, he was prevailed upon by the Queen- 

| 1 Dowager to write a letter, engaging himſelf to marry one of the ö 

4 Pruſſian Princeſſes. Some are for a Heſſian connection; and I | 
| was told of a Daniſh gentleman who married a great favourite of i 
5 the preſent Princeſs of Heſſe, whom otherwiſe he would not have q 

| [ thought of, upon that ſpeculation. But the majority ſeem anxious I 

N for an alliance with a daughter, af the Royal Houſe of England; 4 
47 and where could he do ſo well ? 4 


The Queen-Dowager affects to live quite retired at Fredingſ- 
| bourg ; 


a 
bourg; and her ſon, Prince Frederick, though of the privy coun- 
cul, takes no concern in public affairs. But they have ſtill a con- 
fiderable party, who would willingly again aſſume the reins of 
government, if they had an opportunity ; and as they were very 
laviſh of the public money when in power, their friends would 
gladly ſee thoſe golden days again, 


Failing the young Prince, his uncle, Prince Frederick, ſucceeds 
to the Crown, and as he is not likely to leave any family behind 
him, (all his children dying young), the Princeſs Louiſa is the 
next in ſucceſſion. It is unfortunate that fo amiable a young 
Princeſs, with a chance of ſucceeding to the Crown of Denmark, 
had not been ſecured for ſome of our Royal Family. The Prince 
d'Auguſtenbourg, to whom ſhe is married, was no great match. 
His father, who has only from L. 10,000 to L. 12,000 a- year, 
allows him nothing, all that he can ſpare going to his younger 
children; and they have little to live on but the Princeſs's al- 
Jowance of ao, ooo dollars per annum, and 3500 dollars which he 
receives as a cabinet miniſter. As he is likely to have much to 
ſay at the Court of Denmark, and is ſo nearly connected with 
the Royal Family of England, and at preſent ſo much ſtinted in 
his income, it might neither be an improper, nor an impolitic 
meaſure, to allow him a penſion of L. 500 or L. 1000 per annum, 
on the Iriſh eſtabliſhment, to continue during his father's 
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giſter of the marine, compoſe the other. 


port the Bernſtoff intereſt. 


fortune, but not very popular. 
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S k G T. IV. 
Of the Daniſh Miniſters. 


1 HE Court is divided into two parties, the Queen-Dowager s, 
or that of Goulberg's, who was Prince Frederick's precep- 
tor, and that of the Crown Prince, as they call him in Denmark. 
The latter is alſo ſubdivided into two parties: Count Bernſtoff is 
at the head of the one, and has the majority of the council with 
him; M. de Shack-Rathlow, ſupported by Roſencrantz, the mi- 
The Prince is much 
puzzled between them, but it is ſuppoſed is beſt inclined to * 


| Shack-Rathlow W) not JE VER to his rival in point of abili- 
ty - but is not ſo aſſiduous or well informed; nor does he 
bear ſo high a character for integrity, being accounted a tho- 
rough · paced politician. His family is of the ancient Daniſh no- 
bility: He is about fifty-five years of age, with a conſiderable 


| Count Bernſtoff is a very reſpectable and able man. His fa- 
| milly came originally from Holſtein, but they have been for ſome 
time ſettled in Zealand. He ſucceeded an uncle who affranchiſed 
all his peaſants; and to whoſe memory a marble monument was 


erected 


6 
erected at their ſole expence, as a token of their gratitude. He 
is a tall good looking man, about fifty, with two ſons and a 
daughter grown up, and ſeveral other children, His family 
were all by a former Lady, who was full fiſter to his preſent 
wife, which ſeems an improper connection to an Engliſhman. 
His houſe, (the Caſtle of Bernſtoff), where he lives in a very 
ſplendid ſtyle,. is charmingly ſituated, within a ſhort diſtance of 
Copenhagen. The family ſeems to be well arranged, and very 
happy in each other. He is much troubled with the gout, a di- 
ſtemper very unuſual in the northern parts of Europe. He is by 
far an abler man, and better politician, than I expected to have 
met with in Denmark. He holds the foreign department, Is 
very anxious to procure information from every quarter; and I 
am perſuaded keeps the envoys from Denmark very alert at their 
buſineſs. He ſeems well diſpoſed towards England, but I ſuſ- 
pect is {till better inclined to ſupport the political objects of the 

two Imperial Courts of Peterſburgh and Vienna, No circum- 
ſtance can prove more ſtrongly the vanity of human wiſdom, or 
the ſhort-ſightedneſs of human policy. If the party of the 
Queen-Dowager had at this time the government of Denmark, it 
would have followed the ſyſtem of Pruſſia, our intimare ally. 
But at preſent a jealouſy of, and oppoſition to the views of the 
Court of Berlin may be expected, and, from our connection with. 
Pruſſia, even a coldneſs towards us. Yet at the time, the revo- 
lation which took place in the Daniſh adminiſtration, and the 
appointment of Bernſtoff to be miniſter, was reckoned a fortu- 
nate circumſtance for this country, | 


* 
» 
2 
o 
w 
. 
- 
at 
* = 
, 
* 
1 
1 
» 
. 
p 4 
1 
of 
„ N 
4 : 
1 
2 
„ 
. * 
* 
* 
: 
— 
* 


RY RES FP 


G SECT. 


I 5 D 3 
0 * 1 . n . — 
* yu * * * * 
TY GT, 1 e 8 2 — p „ £ > = N © 
p . 2 q 2 . b 4 o - * * F 
"IF4S cho 4 by _ * ” . T , 3 * ha . 2 — , ac * * 4 % 4 — 4 5 * 
8 th Pays ö I , j 8 I 4 2 w_ a, * 5 * 
— 1 7 ad. is e r 1 = 4 
2 ' vl #1 2", 1 — 
4 =Y *. - ks . 1 nn —_ 


1 1. 

bi 

| Of the Foreign Miniſters at Copenhagen. | 
I}: a 
4 I 
3 ” af | | | 1 
ſt! HE French miniſter does not ſeem to be a very dangerous 1 
jy | ; . * I N 
. man, being weak and talkative, a ſign that the Court of 1 
i | France have it not in view, or do not much expect, to carry any I 
0 point in Denmark. The Spaniſß (Le Marquis de Muſquis) bears | 
wk an excellent character, and is much liked by every body. He 

0 | lives in a good ſtyle, keeps one of the beſt houſes in Copenhagen, 


underſtands the Engliſh language, and ſeems much attached to 
this country. The Ruſſian (Count Raſamouſky) is an able 
man, but very proud. He quarrelled with the Grand Mareſhal 
about a trifling piece of etiquette, and carried the diſpute ſo far, 
that it was thought adviſable to change the place of his embaſly 
from Denmark to Sweden, after he had laid out L. 1000 in re- 
pairing and fitting up a houſe at Copenhagen. The Swedi/h 
is a tough, obſtinate, but ſhrewd old gentleman, The AHrian 
has quite the appearance of a ſpirited, honeſt, Engliſh coun- 
try gentleman, He has been in England, and ſpeaks the 
language well. Elliot, the Engliſh miniſter, is much talked of. 
He has diſobliged ſome people by ſmart ſpeeches, and many are 
Jealous of his abilities, but on the whole he is well calculated 
45 the ſphere | in which he! is placed. 
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Of the Political Syſtem of the Daniſh Court. 


A Short ſtatement of the ſituation of Denmark will clearly 
explain what its politics muſt be. It can do nothing in 
favour of England in time of war, (except permitting its ſubjects 
to enter into our ſervice), unleſs Ruſſia heartily joins us, Its 
dominions are very ſcartered, and very liable to be attacked. 
Sweden looks with a wiſhful eye at Norway; and it is a rooted 
principal among the Swedes, that Deamark ſhould poſſeſs nothing 
to the north of the Baltic. The Norwegians diflike the Danes; 


but fortunately for Denmark, they deteſt the Swedes molt cordi- 


ally, and from the ſtrength of their country, will always be able 
to defend themſelves with their militia of 25,000 men, againſt 
any attack that is likely to be made upon them. But on the other 
hand, the Daniſh iſlands of Zealand, Fionee, &c. in ſevere win- 
ters, are very acceſſible to the Swedes, over the ice; the very 
idea of which keeps them in perpetual awe of ſuch warlike 
neighbours, who have often been at the very gates of Copenha- 
gen, The fleet of Denmark is indeed ſuperior to that of Swe- 


den, bur in the winter-ſeaſon, when the Baltic is frozen over, that 
is of no importance. 


Beſides, war is always dangerous to a deſpotic government. 
The Court knows well that the people are far from reliſhing their 
preſent ſituation; that they could not bear any additional taxes; 


and 
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prevail upon the Danes to ſupport us in any war we may bappen 
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and that poſſibly advantage might be taken of public diſtreſſes, 
to procure a reſtoration of ſome of their former privileges, 


They recolle& farther with much ſatisfaction the ſweets of the 
armed neutrality during the late war. It was amuſing to them 
to be ſpectators of a bloody conteſt, without danger or expence. 
The addition to their commerce alſo, particularly in the article of 


freight, was very great. In ſhort, it would be very difficult to. 


to be engaged in, eſpecially in oppoſition to the wiſhes of Ruſſia, 
whoſe claims upon Holſtein are well known, and who have gua- 
ranteed to them the payment of the duties at the Sound, which 
forms ſo important a branch of their finances. Indeed the whole- 
revenue of the kingdom being ſwallowed up by the peace-eſta- 
bliſhment, and irs credit being at the loweſt ebb, no mate- 
rial aſſiſtance could be expected from it, except at an enormous 
expence. 


C O N- 


1965 


nes 40 0: 


JT i is propoſed to conclude with ſome miſcellaneous Obſerva- 
tions, which could not well be com Ee under = 
of the preceding general heads. | | 


Ir is unfortunate for Behr and Sweden that they are mu- 
tually ſo jealous of each other. Nuſſia takes advantage of that 
circumſtance to keep them both under, and to tyrannize over 
the North. Of the two, the Danes are the moſt inveterate. 
They are anxious to be conſidered a braver, a richer, a more 
polite, and a more learned nation than their neighbours; and the 
moſt agreeable of all topics, is to compare them with the Swedes, 
and to caſt the balance in their favour. In regard to learning, 
they have the advantage in one point, namely, in the number 
of volumes they have publiſhed. 25,000 different works have 
been printed in Denmark, and it is ſaid not above 18,000 in 
Swedes. 


The capital (Copenhagen) is admirably ſituated, were it not 
ſo much expoſed to the attacks of rhe Swedes during the winter 
ſeaſon, It is well fortified, and could ſtand a fiege for ſome 
time, were it ably defended. The inhabitants have been late- 
ly numbered, and amount to about 94,000 ſouls. Its moſt re- 
markable buildings are, the Royal Palace, a great but heavy 
edifice, principally built from the profit of Engliſh ſubſidies ; and 
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the Tower of the famons Tycho Brahe, of a very peculiar con- 


ſtruction, being perfectly round, and formed ſo that a coach and 
fix may drive to the top of it. 


The Daniſh fleet is entirely kept i in the harbour of Copenhagen, 
but in ſo very dangerous a ſituation, that it might be eaſily de- 


ſtroyed by any deſperate incendiary. The ſhips are by far too 
contiguous to the harbour, into which merchantmen are admit- 
ted, and are moored by much too cloſe to each other. An ar- 


tificial harbour could eaſily be made, that might hold the fleet 


in perfect ſafety, could the expence of it be afforded. 


The Daniſh daten for a the fleet, and for the dit 
eipline of the navy, are reckoned the beſt in Europe. The num 


ber of regiſtered ſeamen in Denmark and Norway are about 
50,000, and it is ſaid that 16, ooo were in our ſervice during the 
laſt war. The ſum appropriated for the marine does not ex- 
ceed L. 200,000 per annum. But they propoſe having in all 50 
{ail of the line, and to build three ſail every two un. 


The army and militia, until lately en bar the, attention 
of the Prince, were in very bad order. The common ſoldiers 
are moſtly recruited in Germany, at the expence of L. 20 per 
head; but having no national attachment, take every opportunity 


of deſerting to Sweden, where they find ſhelter and protection. 


The militia of Norway are reckoned the flower of the Daniſh for- 


ces; and the Norwegian guards in particular are lyppoſed. to be 
as fine a body of men as any; in Europe. 


The public revenue -" den 1 not exceed a million per annum, of 
which L. 100,000 ariſes from the duties of the Sound, a reſource 


which cannot always be depended on, as nothing but the joint 
5 | F auarantee 
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guarantee of Great Britain and Ruſſia preſerves ir in exiſtence. 
It is certainly a remnant of barbariſm, to demand a toll for the li- 
berty of paſſing an old Caſtle, and to threaten a piratical attack 
upon thoſe who endeavour to evade it. Beſides, Sweden poſſeſſes 
one fide of the ſtrait, and conſequently ſeems to have an equal 
claim to a ſimilar exaction. 


The Danes have an idea chat their power and command over 
the entrance into the Baltick may yet be increaſed. The deepeſt 


part of the Sound is contiguous to them, and they aſſert that by 
filling up two or three channels, no veſſel of any burden could 


paſs, but through the harbour of Copenhagen. As it is, a ſhip of 
go or 100 guns mult lighten itſelf conſiderably, before it can fail 


from the Baltick into the German ocean, This is a circumſtance 


intitled to particular inquiry, ſince, were it practicable, it would 
be the eaſieſt mode of keeping the naval. ambition of Ruſſia with- 
in moderate bounds. 


The commerce of Denmark would be confiderable, were it not 
fo cramped by monopolies, prohibitions, and exorbitant duties. 
The principal article it imports from Great Britain is coal, which 
would be conſumed in larger quantities, were it not for a very 
particular circumſtance. Aſhes, by the cuſtom of Denmark, is 


the perquiſite of the houſe-maid. Wood yields great quantities, 
which ſell well; and as hardly any are produced by coal, the 


houſe-maids of Copenhagen therefore remonſtrate againſt the 
uſe of that ſpecies of fuel, and will hardly ſerve in a family 
where it is burnt. It is ſaid that freeſtone might anſwer well in 
the Daniſh market, and many other Britiſh commodiries, were 
the importation of them. permitted, 
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The Daniſh Eaſt India Company is ſuppoſed to be flouriſhing, and 
indeed the ſhipping of the Company has increaſed from three to 


fourteen ſail. But its proſperity is very fallacious, It principally 
ariſes from the permiſſion which they give to Britiſh merchants 
to fit out ſhips under Daniſh colours, upon paying 8 per cent for 


the value of the ſhip and cargo, going out and coming home. 
The goods brought from India are almoſt entirely the property 


of Engliſh Nabobs, who remit their fortunes through the me- 


dium of the Danifh Company, but who leave none of their wealth 
in Denmark. The enormous ſums they draw ,from it, have al- 
moſt drained the country of ſpecie, and made the exchange fa 
unfavourable, that it is with the utmoſt ene the Danes can 
keep it within any reaſonable bounds. | 


To conclude, ſo far as I could judge from a ſhort refidence 
in thoſe countries, both Denmark and Sweden are kingdoms on 
too ſmall a ſcale for the preſent ſtate of European ſociety, and 
will never enjoy much political happineſs, until, either by con- 
queſt or marriage, they are united. Both the Danes and Swedes 
endeavour to follow the example of their wealthier neighbours, 
in keeping up a ſplendid court, in maintaining conſiderable ar- 
mies, and in fitting out formidable fleets. But a ſyſtem of ſo 
expenſive a nature cannot long be purſued without the moſt grie- 


vous oppreſſion, and indeed has already reduced both countries 


to a ſtate of miſery and dependence. Were they united, inſtead 
of being in a manner the vaſſals of Ruſſia, they might keep that 
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